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CHAPTER 10—WAREHOUSES

Short title.

Definitions.

Investigation of warehousing, weighing, clas-
sifying, and certification of agricultural
products; inspection of warehouses; pre-
scribing duties of warehousemen.

Licensing warehouseman.

Term of license; renewal.

Suspension and revocation of license.

Bond of applicant for warehouse license; addi-
tional bond.

License to person not warehouseman; bond;
duties of licensee.

Action on bond by person injured.

Designation as bonded warehouse.

Fee for warehouse examination, inspection,
and licensing; amount; disposition of mon-
eys.

License to classify, grade, or weigh agricul-
tural products.

Suspension and revocation of license to clas-
sify, grade, or weigh.

Discrimination by warehouseman prohibited.

Deposits of products deemed subject to chap-
ter.

Inspection and grading of products stored.

Standards for agricultural products.

Mingling products stored.

Security interests.

(a) Receipts for products stored.

(b) Transfer of agricultural
stored in warehouses.

(c) Central filing system records in lieu
of receipts for cotton stored; deliv-
ery of cotton; electronic trans-
mission facilities between ware-
houses and systems; system records
equivalent to receipts and owner-
ship interests; recordation and en-
forcement of liens in central filing
system; warehousemen’s liens unaf-
fected; conditions for delivery on
demand of cotton stored.

(d) Administration of central filing sys-
tem or systems; imposition and col-
lection of fees; fund as depository
for fees, late payment penalties, and
investments; fund monies available
for expenses.

Contents of receipts.

Issuance of further receipt with original out-
standing.

Delivery of products stored on demand; condi-
tions to delivery.

Cancellation of receipt on delivery of product
stored.

Records; reports to Secretary of Agriculture;
compliance with provisions of chapter,
rules, and regulations.

Examination of stored products; publication
of findings.

Publication of investigation of warehousing,
names and locations of bonded warehouses,
and revocation of licenses.

Examination of books, records, etc., of ware-
housemen.

Rules and regulations.

Cooperation with State authorities; authority
of Secretary; operation of existing laws.

Punishment for violations; reimbursement of
owner of products converted.

Authorization of appropriations; employment
of temporary personnel.
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Sec.
272. Separability.
273. Rights reserved.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 7a, 6la, 79a, 420
of this title.

§ 241. Short title

This chapter shall be known by the short title
of “United States Warehouse Act.”

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §1, 39 Stat. 486.)

CODIFICATION

This chapter constitutes part C of ‘““‘An act making
appropriations for the Department of Agriculture for
the fiscal year ending June 13, 1917, and for other pur-
poses,”” approved Aug. 11, 1916. Part A of act of Aug. 11,
1916, ch. 313, containing the ‘“United States Cotton Fu-
tures Act” formerly classified to chapter 13 of Title 26,
Internal Revenue Code, was repealed by section 4 of act
Feb. 10, 1939, ch. 2, 53 Stat. 1. Part B of that act con-
tained the ‘‘United States Grain Standards Act” and
constitutes section 71 et seq. of this title.

CROSS REFERENCES

Warehouse receipts as satisfaction of futures con-
tract, see section 7a of this title.

§ 242, Definitions

The term ‘‘warehouse’ as used in this chapter
shall be deemed to mean every building, struc-
ture, or other protected inclosure in which any
agricultural product is or may be stored for
interstate or foreign commerce, or, if located
within any place under the exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the United States, in which any agricul-
tural product is or may be stored. As used in
this chapter, ‘‘person’ includes a corporation or
partnership or two or more persons having a
joint or common interest; ‘‘warehouseman’’
means a person lawfully engaged in the business
of storing agricultural products; and ‘‘receipt”
means a warehouse receipt.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §2, 39 Stat. 486; Feb.
23, 1923, ch. 106, 42 Stat. 1282.)

AMENDMENTS

1923—Act Feb. 23, 1923, struck out second sentence de-
fining ‘‘agricultural product’.

§243. Investigation of warehousing, weighing,
classifying, and certification of agricultural
products; inspection of warehouses; prescrib-
ing duties of warehousemen

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to
investigate the storage, warehousing, classify-
ing according to grade and otherwise, weighing,
and certification of agricultural products; upon
application to him by any person applying for li-
cense to conduct a warehouse under this chap-
ter, to inspect such warehouse or cause it to be
inspected; at any time, with or without applica-
tion to him, to inspect or cause to be inspected
all warehouses licensed under this chapter; to
determine whether warehouses for which 1li-
censes are applied for or have been issued under
this chapter are suitable for the proper storage
of any agricultural product or products; to clas-
sify warehouses licensed or applying for a li-
cense in accordance with their ownership, loca-
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tion, surroundings, capacity, conditions, and
other qualities, and as to the kinds of licenses
issued or that may be issued for them pursuant
to this chapter; and to prescribe, within the lim-
itations of this chapter, the duties of the ware-
housemen conducting warehouses licensed under
this chapter with respect to their care of and re-
sponsibility for agricultural products stored
therein.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §3, 39 Stat. 486.)
CROSS REFERENCES

Publication of general investigation of warehousing
under this section, see section 266 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 266 of this title.

§ 244. Licensing warehouseman

The Secretary of Agriculture, or his des-
ignated representative, is authorized, upon ap-
plication to him, to issue to any warehouseman
a license for the conduct of a warehouse or ware-
houses in accordance with this chapter and such
rules and regulations as may be made here-
under: Provided, That each such warehouse be
found suitable for the proper storage of the par-
ticular agricultural product or products for
which a license is applied for, and that such
warehouseman agree, as a condition to the
granting of the license, to comply with and
abide by all the terms of this chapter and the
rules and regulations prescribed hereunder.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §4, 39 Stat. 486; Mar.
2, 1931, ch. 366, §1, 46 Stat. 1463.)

AMENDMENTS

1931—Act Mar. 2, 1931, inserted ‘‘, or his designated
representative,” after ‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 245 of this title.

§ 245. Term of license; renewal

Each license issued under sections 244 and 248
of this title shall terminate as therein provided,
or in accordance with the terms of this chapter
and the regulations thereunder, and may from
time to time be modified or extended by written
instrument.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §5, 39 Stat. 486; Feb.
23, 1923, ch. 106, 42 Stat. 1282.)

AMENDMENTS

1923—Act Feb. 23, 1923, substituted provisions for ter-
mination of the license in accordance with the terms of
the license or this chapter, and regulations thereunder
for provision for license period.

§246. Suspension and revocation of license

The Secretary of Agriculture, or his des-
ignated representative, may, after opportunity
for hearing has been afforded to the licensee
concerned, suspend or revoke any license to any
warehouseman conducting a warehouse under
this chapter, for any violation of or failure to
comply with any provision of this chapter or of
the rules and regulations made hereunder, or
upon the ground that unreasonable or exorbi-
tant charges have been made for services ren-
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dered. Pending investigation, the Secretary of
Agriculture, or his designated representative,
whenever he deems necessary, may suspend a li-
cense temporarily without hearing.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §25, 39 Stat. 490;
Mar. 2, 1931, ch. 366, §8, 46 Stat. 1465.)

AMENDMENTS

1931—Act Mar. 2, 1931, inserted ‘¢, or his designated
representative,” after ‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’ in
first clause of section.

§247. Bond of applicant for warehouse license;
additional bond

Each warehouseman applying for a license to
conduct a warehouse in accordance with this
chapter shall, as a condition to the granting
thereof, execute and file with the Secretary of
Agriculture a good and sufficient bond to the
United States to secure the faithful performance
of his obligations as a warehouseman under the
terms of this chapter and the rules and regula-
tions prescribed hereunder, and of such addi-
tional obligations as a warehouseman as may be
assumed by him under contracts with the re-
spective depositors of agricultural products in
such warehouse. Said bond shall be in such form
and amount, shall have such surety or sureties,
subject to service of process in suits on the bond
within the State, District, or Territory in which
the warehouse is located, and shall contain such
terms and conditions as the Secretary of Agri-
culture may prescribe to carry out the purposes
of this chapter, and may, in the discretion of the
Secretary of Agriculture, include the require-
ments of fire and/or other insurance. Whenever
the Secretary of Agriculture, or his designated
representative, shall determine that a pre-
viously approved bond is, or for any cause has
become, insufficient, he may require an addi-
tional bond or bonds to be given by the ware-
houseman concerned, conforming with the re-
quirements of this section, and unless the same
be given within the time fixed by a written de-
mand therefor the license of such warehouseman
may be suspended or revoked.

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, §6, 39 Stat. 486; July
24, 1919, ch. 26, 41 Stat. 266; Feb. 23, 1923, ch. 106,
42 Stat. 1283; Mar. 2, 1931, ch. 366, §2, 46 Stat.
1463.)

AMENDMENTS

1931—Act Mar. 2, 1931, struck out ‘“‘under the laws of
the State, District, or Territory in which he is conduct-
ing such warehouse, as well as’’ in first sentence, and
inserted ‘‘, or his designated representative,” after
‘‘Secretary of Agriculture” in last sentence.

1923—Act Feb. 23, 1923, inserted provision permitting
the Secretary of Agriculture, in his discretion, to in-
clude the requirements of fire insurance among the
terms and conditions of the bond.

1919—Act July 24, 1919, struck out ‘‘other than per-
sonal security’ after ‘‘good and sufficient bond” in
first sentence and after ‘‘including the requirements of
fire insurance’ at end of second sentence.

CROSS REFERENCES

Action on bond by person injured, see section 249 of
this title.

Designation as bonded warehouse, filing of bond such
as is provided in this section as prerequisite to, see sec-
tion 250 of this title.



